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Open Access and Subscription based
information resources in Law: A
Selective compilation

M. Prakash George, Rajiv Maheshbhai Patel
1. Introduction:

Law Library is a collection of legal materials
and resources related to national and international
level in print as well as digital form for its users.
The users of legal library require various types of
information based on their need and subject area.

Due to wide area of legal information and
legal research, the organization of books and
other documents are becoming very difficult in
the library. But now in the era of Information
Technology the way of library services has change
dramatically. Today most of law libraries are using
computers for information storage and retrieval.
Several International and National Legal Database
are available to explore legal information. (Dhule,
Subhash, 2018)

2. Web Portals:
* Advocate Khoj

It is a free legal information web portal which
provides individuals to find lawyers for their legal
needs and for lawyers to get leads matching their
legal specialty. It includes over 6000 legal forms
including legal tips, areas of law, legal forms,
agreements, Supreme Court judgments, bare acts,
rules and a glossary. The “Areas of Law” section
of the Law Library contains information on 110
legal categories.

¢ Government of India Portal

The National Portal of India (www.india.
gov.in), developed with an objective to enable a
single window access to information and services
being provided by the various Indian Government
entities. The content in this portal is the result of a
collaborative effort of various Indian Government
Ministries and Departments, at the Central/State/
District level. This Portal is Mission Mode Project
under the National E-Governance Plan, designed
and maintained by National Informatics Centre
(NIC).
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* India Legal Information Institute (IndLii).

The First Free Legal Web Portal of India
was inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India
Dr. Manmohan Singh on the eve of Law Day
in New Delhi on 25th November, 2006 at a
glittering function held at Vigyan Bhavan virtual
extension of India Legal Information Institute and
is available at www.indlii.org. It is committed
to collect legal information about India for all
available sources; publish the same on the Internet
with free and full public access; grant rights to
the public to use the legal resources without any
restrictions; create awareness about the availability
of free legal resources; remove hurdles coming
in the way of providing free legal information;
coordinate with others Institutions to explore
sources and utilization of legal information. The
portal provides information about central and state
laws, judgments of various courts in the country
besides news of the legal world.

¢ AIR Online:

One Hundred and One years ago, The All
India Reporter (AIR) was conceptualized as a law
journal reporting cases with its head notes from all
High Courts across India and the Privy Council.
Now with the development of the Technology
AIR Journals, Publications and Databases are
now available on the CD Rom as well as the Web
medium on their web portal.

3. Open Source Legal Database:

* Commonwealth Legal Information
Institute:

The Commonwealth Legal Information
Institute is a non-profit and free access database
for legal information from all countries that
are members of the Commonwealth and their
territories (more than 60). Common LII also
covers a small number of significant non-
Commonwealth countries and territories that
have a legal system based on the common law,
including the Republic of Ireland and the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR).
The main purpose of Common LII is to provide
a comparative law facility by which the laws of
all common law countries can be searched and
compared.



+ Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviations

This database allows searching for the
meaning of abbreviations for English language
legal publications, from the British Isles, the
Commonwealth and the United States, including
those covering international and comparative law.

*  World Legal Information Institute

The World Legal Information Institute (World
LII) is a free, independent and non-profit global
legal research facility developed collaboratively
by seven Legal Information Institutes and
other organizations. World LII comprises three
main facilities: Databases, Catalog and Web
search. It provides a single search facility for
databases located on the seven participating Legal
Information Institutes. Over 270 databases from
48 jurisdictions from 20 countries are included
in the initial release of World LII. Databases of
case-law, legislation, treaties, law reform reports,
law journals, and other materials are included.

* Constitute:

Constitute (https://www.constituteproject.
org/ ) offers access to the world’s constitutions
so that anyone can systematically compare them
across a broad set of topics. Constitute includes
the currently-in-force constitution for nearly every
independent state in the world, as well as some
draft and historical texts.

¢ Case Status:

Case Status provides the latest status of a
case either pending or disposed by the Supreme
Court or any other High Court in the country. The
required information is derived from the databases
of the concerned courts. It also provides Daily
orders and these orders are available as soon as
the orders are signed by the court. Cases can be
retrieved through Case No., Title (Petitioner/
respondent Name), Advocate name or Lower
court details.

e Indian Treaties Database

Legal and Treaties Division of the Ministry of
External Affairs was created in 1957 as a nodal
point to deal with all aspects of International law
advise to the Government of India. It provides an
accessible and searchable link or series of links to

the Treaties/Agreements/MoUs etc., which have
been entered into by the Government of India
with Foreign Countries since the year 1950. The
database is being updated regularly.

4. Law Commissions
* Law Commission of India Reports

The Government of India reacted favourably
and established the First Law Commission
of Independent India in 1955 with the then
Attorney-General of India, Mr. M. C. Setalvad,
as its Chairman. Currently 21st Law Commission
of India is working and 277 reports have been
introduced and may be accessed full text/ true
copy through web portal of Law Commission
of India.

* National Human Rights Commission
Reports

National Human Right Commission (NHRC)
was established under National Human Rights
Commission Act, 1993. NHRC publishes NHRC
Reports, Monographs, Books and Pamphlets.

* National Women Commission Reports

National Women Commission is a permanent
Commission supporting Women and Children.
Reports and other relevant documents are
accessible on the web portal of the NWC.

* Archives of Indian Labour

The Archives of Indian Labour was set up in
July, 1988 as a collaborative project of V.V. Giri
National Labour Institute and the Association of
Indian Labour Historians. It provides archival
reports and other relevant research outputs on
Labour Laws.

5. Legal Information System:
« INDIACODE India Code Information

System

(http://indiacode.nic.in/) is the official database
of the Government of India. Contains all statutes
enacted by the Parliament. Relevant amendments
are also may be retrieved from the website.

« JUDIS: The Judgment Information System

(http://judis.nic.in/) is free of charge developed
by Supreme Court of India Library. JUDIS
contains all reportable judgments of the Supreme
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Court of India and other regional courts from 1950
to the present (online and CD-ROM). JUDIS
contains acts and head notes for the judgments
delivered up to 1993 only. From 1994 onwards
the judgments do not have acts and head notes.

* Parliament Information System

The Parliament of India Home Page (http://
parliamentofindia.nic.in) was inaugurated by Dr.
Shankar Dayal Sharma, the then President of India
on 15 March 1996. The Home Page containing
the information generated within the Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha has become an important source
of information and reference tool. The home
page of parliament provides the Constitution,
Constituent Assembly Debates, General Budget,
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Lok Sabha, Parliamentary Committees and their
Reports, Biographical sketches of members, Lok
Sabha Debates (Proceedings) from July 1991
onwards, Synopsis of Debates from July 2000
onwards, Parliamentary questions with answers
from February 2000 onwards.

6. Some popular subscription based database
*  Manupatra:

Manupata is a comprehensive online legal and
business policy database. It contains judgments
of Supreme Court of India, High Courts of
Indian States, Tribunals, Commissions and
Commission and Committee Reports, Gazette
Notifications, Circulars, Bare Acts, Rules and
Regulation, Ordinance and Pending Cases
and Legal material on subject based research.
It provides comprehensive search techniques
including Manu Search, Legal Search, Citation
Search and Act Search.

*  Westlaw:

Westlaw India & International is one of the
primary online legal research services for lawyers
and legal professionals. In addition, it provides
proprietary database services. Information
resources on Westlaw include more than 40,000
databases of case law, state and federal statutes,
administrative codes, newspaper and magazine
articles, public records, law journals, law reviews,
treatises, legal forms and other information
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resources of India, Australia, Canada, United
Kingdom and United States and European Union.
Westlaw Collection includes 1600+ Academic
Journals; Legislation of Australia, Canada,
European Union; United Kingdom & United
States of America.

* Hein Online:

Hein Online is online research database with
more than 100 million pages of legal history
available in an online fully-searchable, image-
based format. Hein Online bridges the gap in legal
history by providing comprehensive coverage
from inception of more than 2000 law and law
related periodicals and 5000+ Classic E-books.
It provides exact page images of the documents
in PDF format just as they appear in the original
print. This means that all charts, graphs, tables,
pictures, hand written notes, photographs, and
footnotes.

e  SCC Online:

SCC Online is a product of Eastern Book
Company primarily providing Supreme Court
of India Cases publishing in SCC Weekly. SCC
Online is known as most authentic source for
SC Judgments due to its case notes and effective
search. Other than cases, SCC Online coverage
includes Articles published in SCC and Practical
Lawyers, Central and few coverage of States
Legislation, Law Commission of India Reports
and Selective Judgment of High Courts of Indian
States.

* Lexis-Nexis:

Lexis-Nexis covers 5, 00,000 cases and
transcripts, including authoritative series such as
the All England Law Reports, Industrial Relations
Law Reports and Times Law Reports as well as
next-day delivery of case digest. It covers Forms
and Precedents including the entire Encyclopedia
of Forms and Precedents and Atkins Court Forms.
Lexis-Nexis provides e-journals, E-books in
almost all field of knowledge including law.

E-Jurix:
E-Jurix is a collection of law information in

India covering full text judgments of Supreme
Court, High Courts and tribunal decisions, etc. It



covers full-text of relevant Acts with amendment
history and also full text of documents issued by
the law enforcement agency.

7. Subscription based Law Journals in
Gujarat

* Gujarat Law Herald:

GLH was first published in the year July,
1981 under the joint auspices of the Bar Council
of Gujarat and Ahmedabad Lawyers Benevolent
Fund. It covers reports, landmark judgments laid
down on different topics passed by the Hon’ble
High Court of Gujarat and the Hon’ble Apex
Court. The head-notes of the judgments are
published in vernacular language to help the mass.
The Bar Council of Gujarat provides the journal to
its members at “No Profit No Loss” basis. It also
provides 50% discount on the subscription of the
journal to its members. In the same way, the Bar
Council of Gujarat provides complimentary copies
to each and every bar association across Gujarat.

* Gujarat Law Reporter:

In the year 1960, on the establishment of the
Gujarat High Court Shri Babubhai A Soni has
started publication of Gujarat Law Reporter as a
Editor. GLR is planning to publish their journal in
4 Volumes per year. Each Volume shall contain
separate Subject Index and Table of Cases. GLR
Digest masterly, thoroughly prepared publication
presents reliable and thorough digesting of the
complete Case-law of Gujarat High Court. It is
arranged topic-wise and statue-wise with elaborate
cross-reference covering more points of law.

* Gujarat Law Journal:

Gujarat Law Journal was started in the year
2011, as a part of Sapta-Dhara Research Initiative
of the Vibrant Gujarat Summit 2011 by Gujarat
National Law University, Gandhinagar. It is
bi-annual, peer reviewed journal, that provides
dedicated platform to express views on topical
legal issues, thereby generating a cross current
of'ideas on emerging matters and substances. The
purpose of the Journal is to report quality research,
develop theory and explore new perspective on
different issues and challenges prevail in the
society.

8. Free Indian Online Legal Journals

* Chartered Secretary (2011---)
http://www.icsi.edu/JournalsBulletins/

CharteredSecretary/tabid/1778/Default.aspx

¢ Environmental Law & Practice Review (2011---)
http://www .nalsar.ac.in/publications.html

* ILI Law Review
http://www.ili.ac.in/

* India Journal of Criminology & Criminalistics
(2007----)
http://www.nicfs.nic.in/ijcc.htm

¢ India Law Journal (2008----)
http://www.indialawjournal.com/

¢ Indian Journal of Law & Technology (2005----)
http://www ijlt.in/

¢ Indian Police Journal (2005----)
http://bprd.nic.in/index2.asp?slid=346&sublinkid=151

&lang=1
¢ Institute of Chartered Accountant of India Journal
(2002----)

http://www.icai.org/new_post.html?post_id=2546&c

id=259

* Journal of National Human Rights Commission
(2002----)
http://nhre.nic.in/library.htm

¢ Journals of Intellectual Property Rights (2002----)
http://www.niscair.res.in/Science Communication/sci.

asp? a=topframe.htm&b=leftcon.asp&c=ResearchJournals/

rejour/rejour1.htm&d=test1

* Media Law Review (2010----)
http://www .nalsar.ac.in/publications.html

* Nai Dishaye (NHRC Journal) (2004----)
http://nhre.nic.in/library.htm

¢ NALSAR Law Review (2004-2005----)
http://www.nalsar.ac.in/publications.html

* NUJS Working Paper Series
http://www.nujs.edu/nujs-working-papers-research-

series.html

¢ Nyaya Kiran (DLSA) (2007---)
http://dlsa.nic.in/nyaya%20kiran.html

¢ The Indian Journal of Law & Economics (2010----)
http://www .nalsar.ac.in/publications.html

* India Law Journal

http://indialawjournal.com/current_issue.html
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9. Conclusion:

Open access legal information resources are
useful for the legal fraternity as well as lawyers.
Development of open access legal information
in India could serve legal community as well as
common mass at large. Commercial resources are
systematically organized, and are very helpful for
legal community to start legal research. However,
open access legal resources are lagging behind in
advance search techniques, particularly federated
search techniques. Hence open access judicial
research tools provide useful help to the legal
community to locate the relevant information on
the internet.
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Fun learning towards Problem solving skill

Shefaly Mahajan
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As a kindergarten teacher feeling very great
to be a part of this platform to teach and nurture
the young learners. Here I would like to share one
of my teaching techniques which I had planned
to develop their problem solving skills. In the
preschool learning stage, | found many of the kids
having difficulty on their critical thinking skill,
which may influnce their problem solving skill.
I planned an activity /task with the 'problems',
'tools', and 'solutions' cards. In the assigned
task very basic problem content has been given
according to child's age with pictures. The cards
were arranged into three parts, and also placed
hurdle between the cards with blocks at different

B 3L SaPrd st uze GuRAd 8l édl.
\_

11 [Qeuga

(ErRen [@2asul usilaenax vud ““Global Initiatives: a True Bled of Engineering and
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area in the classroom. I had explained how to play
this task to the kids. While moving on, kids need
to choose any one 'problem’' card from the floor
then, find the 'tool' card from the tray and get the
'solution' card from the table. For an instance,
'Pencil point broken' (problem), 'Shapner' (tool)
and 'Gets pencil sharpen' (solution).While
choosing the cards of problem, I had observed
that many of the students eagerly participated &
enjoyed to learn by this method. I also made it
a point to identify a problem solution and work
towards the solution. Some kids were playing
the task and rest were waiting for their turn
meanwhile they were motivating other players
too. Repeatedly, thrice I played this activity: while
observing this task over a period of time, I evaluate
that visualizing and thinking skills fascinate kids
about the world around them, I feel very satisfied
while teaching this learning method. To sum up
with, the more exposure preschooler has to words
problem solving, the more apt they will become at
formulating the solution. Problems will arise for
the rest of their life, so it is crucial to learn with
such easy Play way method.

C &Z C Patel English school (CBSE)
Vallabh Vidyanagar
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