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Education in India during British Period - VII
The Sargent Report 1944 (Part 2)
Dr. Bhavesh Patel
In the previous issue, we discussed in abstract the Sargent Committee report.

In this issue, we shall delve with some important detailed proposals of the Sargent
Committee for the different stages of education.

1. Pre-primary Education (age group: 3 to 6 years)

The Sargent Scheme first time in India paid attention to the pre-primary education,
with the aim that these schools should impart social experience and education of
general behaviour rather than just providing formal education. It made the major
provisions as below:

* In rural areas where children are few, the nursery schools may be run along with
the junior basic schools, but in the urban areas where children are in good numbers,
nursery schools should be separate.

* At this stage education should be free.

* Nursery schools should be staffed with trained women teachers.

2. Basic or Primary Education (age groups: 6 to 11 and 11 to 14 years)

Sargent report drew its recommendations on primary education from the
Wardha Scheme (Gandhiji’s Basic Education) with some modifications. The major
recommendations included,

* Universal, free and compulsory primary education

+ Basic principle: Learning through activity and a basic craft or crafts suited to local
needs and conditions. (However, the craft is not for making the schools sustainable)

+ It aimed at preparing the student for suitable work and as a future citizen.

* Primary education to be divided into two groups:

o Junior Basic Education (age group 6 to 11) and
o Senior Basic Education (age group 11 to 14)

* The medium of instruction should be the vernacular language of the student.

» The teaching of English as a language should not be introduced in Junior Basic
School, while in Senior Basic Schools the concerned Provincial governments can
take a decision on whether to teach English subject or not.

» The Senior Basic School should offer opportunities for activities including physical
training and organised games.

* Provisions were made for only internal examinations. External examinations were
not recommended, and the certificates should be issued after completion of the
studies.

+ Start Basic schools only when suitably trained teachers are available.

+ Suitable courses for girls such as cookery, laundry work, needlework, handicraft,
childcare and first aid should be introduced.

3. High School Education (age group: 11 to 17 years)

Three years of Senior Basic education is clubbed with the High School. While up to
Khe age of 14 education is compulsory and no one is allowed to drop out, the admission

?‘3;"#

=

AR oR 201t | [A-[eu-oR wou | 3



L e Y
1< s {_&% Il saulal sax il

i

= \\ in the age group of 14-17 is not for all. Though it is considered to be a preliminary'r
v *// to University education the High School education would aim at making the student

A (* economically independent. The report recommended that,

» Students with the above-average ability and exceptional aptitude for higher studies
shall be admitted in High Schools.

» This stage education was not free, but 50% of the students would be provided
with free-ship so that children from poor families are not deprived of high school
education.

» The High School should be categorized into two types,

o Academic (arts and pure science)
o  Technical or vocational (applied sciences, industrial and commercial subjects)

» Flexible curriculum to allow transfer from one type to another type of schooling.

» Diversified curriculum for providing a wide range of choice.

» The suggestive list of subjects to be taught in both the types of High Schools included
(1) The mother- tongue, (2) English, (3) Modern languages, (4) History (Indian
and World), (5) Geography (Indian and World), (6) Mathematics, (7) Science, (8)
Economics, (9) Agriculture, (10) Art, (11) Music, (12) Physical Training and more.

» Classical Languages and civics included in the common list of High School.

» Intensive science subjects should be included in the Technical High Schools.
Technological subjects such as wood and metalwork and commercial subjects like
bookkeeping, shorthand, typewriting and accountancy should be included in the
common list.

» Domestic science courses for all girls.

» Agricultural bias in education in rural areas.

* Mother tongue as the medium of instruction in all High Schools and English as a
compulsory second language.

4. University Education (age group 18-21)

The Sargent Report noted that the University education failed to close the gap
with the practical requirements and examinations were overemphasised suppressing
original thinking and scholarship. University system could not even design suitable
admission system allowing incapable students entry into Universities, depriving poor
but meritorious students of higher education. As a result, the failure rate was high and
Universities could not meet the national requirements. Sargent Report recommended that,

» Raise the standard by revising the admission requirements and ensure that not more
than ten to fifteen percent of those who write entrance examination get admission
in Universities.
» Design good financial assistance programmes for students of economically weak
background. 93\1
» Transfer the first year of intermediate courses to High School level and retained the
second year of intermediate courses at University level. This ensures that the first
University degree is of a minimum of three years rather than four. 3
 Extend tutorial system for closer personal contact between teachers and students. *
» Emphasis on setting a high standard in postgraduate studies and in pure and applied @
T

sciences.
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Emphasis on improving service conditions including remuneration for attracting
talent.

Establish University Grants Committee (in line with British Experiment) for the
co-ordination of activities among different Universities.

. Technical and Vocational Education

The Sargent Report divided the workers as per the requirement of the Nation as
follows:

» Chief Executives and Research Workers of the Future: They have rigorous full-
time higher education.

* Minor Executives, Foremen, Charge-Hands, etc.: They are technical high-school
pass with a diploma or a certificate course either full-time or part-time.

» Skilled Craftsmen: They have done Technical High School or Senior Basic Schools
or Junior Technical Trade or Industrial Schools.

» Semi-skilled and Unskilled Labour: They have done Senior Basic Schools with
some craft-work. They get facilities for continuing their general education for
improving skill.

6. Provisions were made for (Kalsia, 2016)

* Special schools for dull and handicapped students

e Part-time and full-time education

e Adult education

» Health education

» Provision for Social Work and Education for Leisure

7. Facilitating Provisions:

» The recruitment and training of teachers: As no scheme would succeed without
competent teachers.

* Employment Bureaus: for connecting the employers and potential employees

* Administration: Recommended the establishment of (a) a standing committee of
the Central Advisory Board of Education for watching the implementation of the
report and (b) a Central agency for the disposal of marketable articles produced
in schools.

» Financing: Earmarked Rs. 303 crores per year, of which Rs. 227 crores from the
public fund, for educational purpose with a proposed allocation among stages of
education.

The Sargent Plan is considered to be one of the most comprehensive schemes of
education after the Despatch of 1854. It is comprehensive because it addressed all
relevant aspects including science and research, technology, trade and craft, leisure
and societal needs, talent development, administrative structure and financing too. The
Report has a vision and outlook and it touches upon all aspects related to education
and literacy along with employment and national needs. Most importantly, the Report
aimed at providing quality education on equality basis by segregating the students
based on their competence.
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reduced the period to 16 years. But, the fact at the end of the year 2017-18 is that
India could achieve the literacy rate of 74.04% in 2017-18 with Kerala recording the
highest literacy rate of 93.91%.

Some had apprehension that the Report attempted to imitate England in India,
and that may not suit India in her conditions of the time. Others found an eight-year
universal education programme too ambitious. It was also felt that the scheme does
not give a detailed phase-wise development of programme of implementation. For
some, the proposal for selective admission in schools, colleges and Universities was
undemocratic. Some opined that the requirement of funds might rise to about Rs.
1,000 crores per annum within the time limit of 40 years. Can a poor country like
India afford this huge expenditure?

The Central Government accepted most of the recommendations and in 1945 set
up the Education Department at the Centre, and in the following year the Universities
Grant Committee was established. However, because of political turmoil caused
by the freedom movement that was on the full force, the Sargent Plan could not be
implemented, and it became a matter of historical importance only. Still, in free India,
the Sargent Report has influenced the educational developments in different directions.

Kulpati
CharutarVidya Mandal

This article is based on the following sources:

Kalsia, P. (2016, November 10). Sarget Report. Retrieved November 15, 2019, from https://
www.slideshare.net/Priti Kalsia/sargent-report

Naike, J. P. & Nourellah, S.: A Student’s History of Education in India, MaCMillan India
Ltd., 1996.

Rawat, P. L.: History of Indian Education, Ram Prasad & Sons, Agra, 1991.
Referred in http://m.kkhsou.in/EBIDYA/EDUCATION/MODIFY _sargent report.html

http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/education/the-sargent-report-objects-criticism-and-defects-
education/89644

(2019, June 13th). Retrieved July 7th, 2019, from wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sargent_Scheme

I acknowledge the active support given to me by Dr. Poonam Amrutia, Executive Assistant to
me in summarising selected literature on the topic.
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