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India during British Period- IV
Dr. Bhavesh Patel

In the previous article, third in the series on Indian education during
£ British Raj, we saw the juggling with education-related philosophy vis-a-vis
2/ administrative, political and financial issues during the Victorian era followed
@) by Lord Curzon. During this period, so far either Company officials or British
Government officials were taking initiatives for education ‘reforms. This is the
I fourth article in the series on Education in India during the British Period. This
- eriod started with a proposal in the year 1910 by Gopal Krishna Gokhale, a
reedom fighter, an Indian political leader and a social reformer; a first time where
an Indian initiative or engagement was observed.

Education Policy 1913

At the beginning of the fOth century, Indian people started recognizing that the
country needed an organized system of education based on cultural inheritance.
In 1910, Gokhale proposed a bill for free and compulsory primary education in
India. However, the British Government rejected it. Subsequently, in 1913 the
Government of India passed the resolution stating the need for wide expansion
of primary education; more useful and practical curriculum development;
additional facilities for higher education within India, and more. Unfortunately,
these recommendations could not be implemented due to the outbreak of the
First World War. Moreover, different administrative problems surfaced, as there
were only five universities in India with numerous affiliated colleges, causing the
challenging issue of control.

Calcutta University Commission (1917-19)

These circumstances led to the reformation of university commission known
as Calcutta University Commission, 1917. The commission is also known as the
“Sadler Commission” after the name of its Chairman Dr. Michael E. Sadler. The
Commission made the following significant recommendations:

o Remove the intermediate degree of two years after matriculation and merge it
with secondary schools. Thus to make 1f + 3 degree programme.

o Increase the duration of the first degree to three years.
 Establish Boards of Secondary and Intermediate education.

« Limit the role of Universities to granting undergraduate, graduate and research
degrees.

o Establish a department in each University, for teaching education as a subject
at BA level.

« Establish the Inter-University Board.

In 1919, with the passage of Government of India Act 1919, first-time
democratic form of Government was introduced, and elected provinces came into
existence. The function of education was transferred to provinces but the finance
was kept with the Centre, which leads to funding issues and issues of dissimilarities
between the curriculums of different provinces. In 19f1, the Union Government
created the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) for resolving some
conflicts. Its mandate was to (a) define the general aims of educational policy, (b)
give advice and assistance to local governments and Universities, and (c) supply
organized information for the development of educational ideas. However, the
CABE was abolished in 19f3 due to the paucity of funds.
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Later on, the Hartog Committee (19f9) made wide-ranging proposals for
development of both, general and professional education. The Committee
¢ submitted its report in September 1919, with main findings as below:

o Primary education is of national importance but is ineffective in producing
even literacy.

+ Because of rapid expansion, a number of schools and colleges had led to the
deterioration of education standards.

o Large number of failure in matriculation is a mere wastage.

 Thetransfer of power from the Central Government to Provincial Governments
had been too sudden and undesirable.

o It also gave the main recommendations as follows:
o Consolidate and improve the system by reducing stagnation and wastage.

 Introduce varied curricula in middle vernacular schools and retain a large
number of students.

« Divert boys to industrial and commercial careers at the end of middle school.

« Stop indiscriminate admissions at University level and focus on only those
students, though fewer, for enhancing the quality of education.

+ Establish a centralized educational agency in Delhi.

In a way, Hartog Committee worked like Macaulay’s filtration theory and
stopped the progress of the growth of primary education, but focused on needs
for quality improvement.

These recommendations saw the revival of the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE) in 1935 and the revival of the Bureau of Education in 1945.
Compulsory education started gradually with these changes and it brought
the end of direct colonial responsibility for education. Division of subjects and
centralization of finance created a conflict of interest leading the Disobedience
Movement by Indian National Congress.

Bhavesh Patel, Ph. D.
Kulpati
Charutar Vidya Mandal

This article is an extract and compilation of the following sources:

Chapter III Education Policies in India Under the British Rule. Website: http://shodhganga.
inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/10f6£9/11/11_chapter%f03.pdf accessed on 1st February f019.

Introduction to the Calcutta University Commission (1917-1919), website of Krishna
KantaHandiqui ~ State Open  Universityhttp://www.kkhsou.in/main/education/calcutta_ :):s\
university.html accessed on ffnd March f019.

https://www.gktoday.in/gk/wardha-scheme-of-education-1937/ accessed on ffnd March
019.

T acknowledge the active support Dr. PoonamAmrutia, Executive Assistant gave to me in
summarising selected literature on the topic and in preparing the initial draft.’
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Language learning through
Authentic Materials; the

possibilities o

Suganthi S. Kumar* *
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What are authentic materials?

The word authentic means genuine or
original in the general sense. A newspaper
article, an advertise-ment, a pop song, a
strip cartoon, or even a bus ticket, soap
wrapper the list is endless to mention the
examples of authentic materials.

Authentic material is any material
written in English that was not created
for intentional use in the English language
classroom. Using this content to teach the
English language can make the learning
process even more engaging, imaginative
and motivating for students. It can also
be useful to elicit genuine responses from
learners.

The great thing about using authentic
material is that it is everywhere, which
makes it easy to find, and simple for
learners to practise English in their own
time. Remember that it is not limited to
articles from newspapers and magazines.
Songs, T.V Programmes and Movies,
radio and podcasts, leaflets, menus -
anything written in English constitutes
authentic material.

It’s important not to overwhelm
learners with the first piece of authentic
material. Therefore, to begin with,
choose articles, songs or sections of TV
programmes or movies which aren’t too
difficult to understand or take too long to
get through.

There are lots of resources available
to English language teachers today: from
textbooks to online teaching tools, they
can all support and enrich English lessons.
Many teachers introduce authentic
English material into their lessons to
expose learners to the language as it is
spoken in the real world.

Why should we use authentic
materials?

How can the authentic materials fit
into the English classrooms? An authentic
material needs to be used to create the
language learning motivation among the
learners and to generate the curiosity and
interest. One of the significant reasons for
learning a new language is to get closer to
its language, to get closer to its speakers, to
understand them better and take part in
their lives, in other words the integrative
motivation. Authentic materials utilise
this motivation very strongly by their
ordinariness and flavour of everyday
life; they seem exotic and exciting, the
very essence of strange foreign life. For
students who have this motivation,
authentic materials are highly effective
ways of bringing the target culture closer.

Advantages of Authentic Materials:

« Help prepare learners for the ‘real’
world of communication;

« Guide learners toward the language
they need for their particular context/
situation;

» Motivate learners to communicate,
because they help make communication
‘real’

Areas of Authenticity:

‘Shopping, ‘Banking, ‘Getting a job;,
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‘Eating out, or general discussion, ‘Is
transport degenerating?, Should smoking
be banned in public places?’, or in some
other way. The authentic materials are
not the point of the course, but a way
of achieving that point. They have to be
selected in terms of their language and
content.

Different authentic encounters:

Taglines/Pickup lines are the common
language indicators that we come across
in our day to day lives. Exs: KFC: Finger
licking good, State Bank of India: If you
are satisfied with our services tell others;
if not tell us, Asian Paints: think of colour,
think of Asian Paints etc., In each punch
line the message is carried across in a
subtle but sureshot manner. For instance,
Revlon lipstick: Add colour to life. The one
line speaks volumes about the product
and the services offered. There is alot to be
learnt and taught through these Taglines.
Adjectives, subject verb agreement,
use of similes and metaphors and most
importantly, the collocations (the co-
occurence of parts of speech). Americans
spells it out as “In God we trust” instead
of we trust in God. Different ways of
using different phrases and expressions
and highlighting the specific components;
all these are very mearningfully learnt
through these authentic materials. In
the English and Foreign Langauges
University, Hyderabad there are research
dissertations submitted on these areas.

Newspapers:

Press reporters use a certain style,
tone and tenor of the langauge that
appropriately suits the text and context;
combines the word and the world in

3% | 4 2o01¢ | [a-(arusaR wot

an appealing manner. For instance, to
mention the burglary happened very early
in the morning hours the expression used
is “in the wee hours/small hours/early
hours”. For a mother who lost her son
in a tragic accident in the U.S “Destiny
played a cruel joke on her”. The family
was crestfallen to listen to the death news.
They were inconsolable. The articles on
scenary and greenery introduces phrases
such as Breathtaking, lap of nature,
lung space, tranquil environs etc., There
are research articles published on the
use of newspapers in effective English
language teaching. Authentic materials
are the show-stealers when it comes to
emphasising the orginality of using the
language in realistic situations.

Social Media:

Social media is one the authentic
materials which we all accept without
a trace of doubt. English langauge has
countless rules and each rule has its
exceptions.

English-langauge learning groups:

Facebook is an excellent platform to
learn from each other, share videos, chat
live, instruct, facilitate, teach and learn in
an interesting and exciting way. But the
question is how best are the teachers and
learners are making the most of this.

» Grammar Girl: Mignon Fogarty, a.k.a.
Grammar Girl, offers “quick and useful
tips” on grammar. She posts videos
and articles to help English learners.
One can follow her on Facebook and
Twitter.

« Scribendi - Posts all kinds of grammar
articles, ranging from fun, interactive



quizzes to instructional how-to articles.
One can follow them on Facebook and
Twitter

« Inklyo - Inklyo posts various articles
and images for English learners. Follow
them on Facebook and Twitter.

YouTube to learn pronunciation:

There are countless videos and tutorials
that explain English grammar and
pronunciation.

Learn English with Let’s Talk-Free
English Lessons: English lessons on
pronunciation, grammar and word choice.

Rachel’s English: Helps non-native
English speakers with pronunciation.
Rachel, the host, provides a variety of
fun videos to help one improve English
speaking skills.

Anglo-Link: Grammar, Tenses and
Pronunciation can be learnt.

The best authentic content to select
depends on the learners, their level of
English and the course content the teacher
wishes to focus on. It’s also a good idea
to find out the learners’ interests — after
all, there’s no point trying to get students
fascinated by a text which they are not
interested about.

Songs: recognising English lyric

Listening to songs with English lyrics is
a great way of boosting skills in listening
and pronunciation, and confidence in
using the language. And students will
always respond positively to a lesson that
involves their favourite singer or bands.

Learners need to be directed to write
down their favourite artist and a song by
them that they like and have listened to a
few times. They can then try to remember

the lyrics, or look at the video on YouTube
- they only need to write down a few lines
of the song.

This should be followed by the
Focussed or attentive listening to the
lyrics for useful vocabulary, phrases and
expressions for everyday language that
includes colloquial speech. The language
used in lyrics can be casual, narrate a
simple story or convey strong emotions,
which should help learners to establish a
connection with the language because it
will give them new ways to describe their
feelings in different situations. You could
even ask them to come up with alternative
words, as a way of further increasing and
using their vocabulary.

Some song lyrics are commonly
misheard, so a quiz can be organized in
which learners have to choose the next
words — words that grammatically fit into
the lyrics. This can be a funny lesson - for
the teacher as well as the students.

How can one teach authentic materials?

One of the important concerns in
teaching authentic materials is whether
the activities one uses are natural or not.
For instance, it is perfectly natural to
look at a train timetable to discover the
next train to Mumbai, or the fastest train
to Delhi, or the one that has a buffet car;
though the activity in the classroom is
unnatural to the extent that the students
do not really want this information here
and now, it is a possible way of using the
timetable that they may need at some time
in the future outside the classroom.

The teacher can exploit the grammatical
and lexical richness of the authentic
materials by various comprehension and
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discussion techniques.
Summation:

The article has tried to explore some
of the implications of using authentic
materials in the classroom. The essence of
the paper is that the authentic materials
are indeed a valuable part of the teachers’
and learners’ stock in trade, and can
do some things that other materials are
not capable of. However, inevitably they
have to be used in small doses, must be
carefully selected and controlled, and
need well-thought out teaching exercises
to be fully exploited.

E o
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Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleev (1834-1907)

Discovered the Periodic Law on
March 1, 1869.

“l saw in a dream a table where all
elements fell into place as required.
Awakening, | immediately wrote it down
on a piece of paper, only in one place did a
correction later seem necessary.”

-Mendeleeyv,
as quoted by Inostrantzev
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The United Nations has even named 2019 as the International Year of The Periodic
Table of Chemical Elements.
(Highlighted in Yellow colour- Elements Discovered in June 2016)
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