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Educatlon inIndiaduringBritish Period - | |
Dr. Bhavesh Patel

Last month we wrote about the Education in India during British
Period before Macaulay arrived on Indian scene. It covered two phases; ez
period of ignorance, and opposition and erroneous design. In this article,
will initialize the third and final phase. The final phase cannot be covered in
single article; therefore, in this article we will outline the changes in the educ
tion system in India with the initiatives of Macaulay and address the pos
Macaulay period in the next article.

Macaulay era in a way set in 1830, though he came to India in 193
and wrote his famous minutes in 1835. On 29th September 1830, the Direc
of the Company wrote to Madras Government, “The improvements of educ
tion, howeverwhich most dectually contribute to elevate the moral and intel-
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lectual condition of people are those, which concern the education of the higher

classes of the persons possessing leisure and natural influence over mind
their countrymen. By raising the standard of education among these clas
you would eventually produce a much greater and more beneficial change
the ideas and feelings of the community than you can hope to produce
acting directly on the more numerous class” (Chand, 2007).

Macaulay came to India in 1934 and soon appointed as the first La|
Member of the Governor General of Bengal. The General Committee of Pu
lic Instruction, who had come to a deadlock ofed&nces betweehnglicists
and Orientalists, approached the Governor General of Bengal in January 19

Consequentlythe famous minutes of Lord Macaulay came in existence,

Macaulay in his minutes took the position as follows (extracted from http:/
Shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in):

s of
5es
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[
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. Rs. 1 lakh was not only for ‘reviving literature in India’ but also for the
‘introduction and promotion of the knowledge of science...’

. The word ‘literature’ appearing in the Charter can be interpreted t
mean ‘English Literature...’

. “We must at present do our best to form class of persons, Indian
blood and coloybut English in taste, in opinion, in morale and in intel-
lect”

. English is the key to modern knowledge and... itis likely to becomes
language of commerce throughout the seas of the East.

. British governmeng main aim was to spread European literature
science... and so money granted for education must be spent fg
purpose through English medium.
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type of knowledge to be emphasised. The policy aimed at providing higher efu-
cation to higher classes than giving elementary education to the masses. How-
ever this policy did not address two concerns nan{alywho is responsible for
delivering education and (b) what is the role of missionaries in imparting eduta-
tion. Perhaps, there was no need to address these two issues explicitly in the
minutes and the poli¢cas they were implicit.
Based on these minutes, Lord Hardinge almost instantly proclaimgd
that those who are educated in English Schools would be given preferencg for
services in public offices. This became the first Indian education policy of Br
ish period in India. This proclamation was a clear statement that there wgs a
limited and calculated objective of preparing people to join services. This ggve
rise to two different classes, English-knowing class and non-English-knowing
class of people among Indians. English-knowing class would help administratjon
in understanding the local culture and religious implications on administratipn
and legal system, and would help influencing the masses through their speg¢ial-
class appeal in Indian clad.
There is one opinion among some scholars that whatever the objec-
tives of Macaulay minutes were, it did some good to India, if we see in retfo-
spect. It prepared Indians with reasonably good English recognistion ability|as
the International language and that it brought modern science to India.
The note of Director of the Company to Madras Government and syb-
sequent policy based on Macautagiinutes propagated the ‘Downward Filtra-
tion Theory'. British rulers in the beginning of 19th century felt that to rule Indi
peacefullyit is necessary to make higher classes blind followers of the Goveln-
ment; and drop-by-drop the masses would gain influence from them.

—

D

Bhavesh Patel, Ph. D.
Kulpati
CharutaVidya Mandal

This article is an extract and compilation of the following sources:

Chand, J. (2007). Education in India during British Period. New Difisihah e\
Publishing House -
Chapter Il Education Policies in India Under the British RWebsite: http:/
shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/10262%11 chapter%203.pdf a
cessed on 1st February 2019.
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