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Educatlon in IndiaDuringBritish Period
Dr. Bhavesh Patel

In the previous two articles, we took a cursory review of the educs
tion system during théedic period and Mughal period in India. In this article,
we will outline the education system during the British period.

About education in India during British periddthur Howell (1872)
stated, “Education in India under the British Government was first ignored,
then violently and successfully opposed, then conducted on a system npw
universally admitted to be erroneous and finally placed in its present footing'".
If we combine the middle two phases, then education system in India during
British period can be divided into three parts: (a) Early period of ignoranceg,
(b) Opposition and erroneous design and (c) Final phase.

In this edition, | will attempt to cover the first two phases in brief.
Phase 1:Early Period of Ignorance

European trading companies came to India for commercial activitigs
in the beginning of 160AD. Over the time, the Portuguese, the French, the
Dutch and the English settled in different commercial centers of India. Eajst
India Company first established its rule in Bengal in 1765 and then spread the
rule throughout India. For three main reasons initially East India Company djd
not pay attention to education. These reasons are (a) East India Company
was a business organization, (b) British rule had yet not started in India, ahd
(c) At that time in Great Britain (except Scotland) education was not a state
subject.

However in the later part of this period,somdicdrs of British Raj
attempted to address the issue of education in India. These officers felt
need for educated local people who were conversant with SaAskbic,
Persian, and other vernacular languages, as this knowledge was value
administrative departments and in the judicidityeir eforts were isolated

gional level policy or guidelines.So, one can safely state that the early perig,
ignorance ended only in 1813.
Phase 2: Opposition and Erroneous Design
CharterAct 1813, especially inits clause 43, attempted to put ed
tion policy in place. The policy statement of this Charter can be summal
K s “the revival and improvement literature”, “the encouragesrpent of le
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¢ natives of India”, and “the introduction and promotion of knowledge of sciences
among the inhabitants of the British territories in India”. This Charter mandated
the sum of minimum one-lac rupees per year for this cause.

However this generic statement of policy in clause 43 of Chauer
1813 sufered from issues like (a) Medium of instruction, A of education
policy, (¢) Type of knowledge to be emphasised, (d) Responsibility for deliverirg
education and (e) Role of missionaries. The vagueness in the Charter cregted
controversy whether oriental education or occidental education be imparted,
what should be spread of education, whether primary education is emphasjsed
or secondary and higher education and so on. For these reasons, the implemen-
tation of Charter was delayed until 1823 when Governor-General in Council
appointed General Committee of Public Instruction (GCPI). This Committee
got the grant of Rs. one lac at its disposal. Initialhg Committee comprised
members with homogenous views, but with changes in the members on |the
Committee, the oriental vs. occidental controversy began again, and the spread
of education halted until 1835, just before Macaulay period.

What happened then afthias shaped the education policy during thq
British period, which we will discuss in the next issue.

Bhavesh Patel, Ph. D.
Kulpati
CharutaVidya Mandal

This article is an extract and compilation of the following sources:
Shodhganagarticle. “Education Policy in India under the British Rule”
http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/102828/ 1 chapter%203.pdf
accessed on 21st January 2019

Howell,Arthur (1872). Education in British India Prior to 1854 and in 1870-71..
Calcutta: Superintendent of Government Printing.
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