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Education in India during British Period - VI
The Sargent Report 1944 (Part 1)
Dr. Bhavesh Patel

The first truly Indian Wardha scheme got a very good response from many

response to the thought process of establishing a good education system of India. For
example, Gujarat Law Society (GLS) 1927, Ahmedabad Education Society (AES) 1935,
our own Charutar Vidya Mandal (CVM) 1945 and Nadiad Education Society 1947.
However, as we mentioned in the last article, the Wardha scheme was jeopardized
due to the onset of World War II. During the period of WW II, the pace of progress
in education front slowed down because popular ministries were absent, political
problems dominated the Indian arena and Government was preoccupied with the war.

Partly because Indians provided active support to British Government in fighting
the war, which they were winning, partly because British Government realised that
they needed to put in serious efforts towards the education system in India and partly
because they wanted to counter the attempts made by freedom fighters to evolve a
National System of Education envisaged in Wardha Scheme (Chauhan, 2004:37),
on advice of Sir John Sargent, British Government Educational Advisor, appointed
a Committee of Enquiry of 22 members under the Chairmanship of Sir Joginder
Sigh for the review of education system and for making comprehensive suggestions.
The Committee of Enquiry submitted its report to the Central Advisory Board of
Education in 1944. The comprehensive report is also known as report on the "Post-war
Educational Development in India"(or as Sargent Scheme of Education, not giving
any credit to the Chairman of the Committee of Enquiry).

For the first time, the Committee conducted a comprehensive study of all
previous National Education schemes and recommendations and came up with a
comprehensive plan for educating Indians starting from the age 3 to completion
of University education. The goals were set for hundred percent literacy across the
population making some part of education compulsory for a certain age-group
pupil and making provision for adult education. The time-line of 40 years was set
for achieving universal literacy of the population of India and attaining all goals set
for the education system.

Keeping in mind language diversity of India and ease of early learning in one’s
own mother tongue, provisions were made for study in vernacular language while
studying English as a language from a certain age and above. The societal needs were
identified in the areas of technical and vocational education. It was identified that
a nation would need chief executives and research brains for better future, minor
executives, foremen, charge-hands and likes, skilled craftsmen, semi-skilled and
unskilled labour.

It was also recognised by the Sargent Report that in the area of arts and pure
science literary skills and fundamental research must be promoted. The curriculum
also provided for education for leisure and education for social work.

The most important recommendation included the advancement of students
Q further studies based on only merit, competence and interest. It wa_;groposed
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that while the compulsory education for all is up to the age of fourteen (completion
of Senior Basic) the further study is not for all students. Only meritorious students
'(? should get admission in High Schools. Further, after the High School not more than
15% to 20% of those who write competitive examination should get admission in
Universities. These provisions together with technical and vocational education and
diverse curriculum with several options to chose from,were designed to divert the
students to various vocational jobs at the appropriate stage and to create pools of job-
ready students for the varied needs of the society. In the process of filtration, care was
taken to ensure that meritorious children of poor families get equal opportunity and
are provided with generous financial assistance.

While laying emphasis on jobs required in the nation and preparing students
accordingly, the aspects of health were not forgotten. Provisions were also made
for health and physical education. Special needs of girl students, rural students,
handicapped and mentally retarded (these terms were acceptable at that time) students
also got due attention in the Report.

It was well accepted that the nation would require a pool of trained teachers for the
proposed education policy to succeed. A plan was drawn for the training of teachers
and their salary structure so that the report’s recommendations can be implemented to
achieve its goal of universal and well-round education within forty years. The thoughts
were given for the creation of an administrative structure for efficient execution of
the plan at Centre as well as State levels and financial plans were drawn for liberal
funding of education.

In nutshell, though the Sargent Report was criticized as nothing but compilation of
all previous work and for its liberal target of 40 years for the attainment of educational
goals, the fact remained that this Report was very comprehensive to address the
long-term needs of the nation and society with provisions for filtering out at various
stages the students with different skills and aptitudes. Weaker sections were taken into
consideration, rural economy was not ignored, as well as administrative and financial
requirements were also addressed in this Report. We will discuss the salient proposals
of Sargent Report at each stage of education in the next issue.

Kulpati

Charutar Vidya Mandal
This article is based on the following sources: Kalsa, P. (2016, November 10). Sarget
Report. Retrieved November 15, 2019, from https://www.slideshare.net/PritiKalsia/
sargent-report
Naike, J. P. &Nourellah, S.: A Student’s History of Education in India, MaCMillan
India Ltd., 1996.
Rawat, P. L.: History of Indian Education, Ram Prasad & Sons, Agra, 1991.
Referred in http://m.kkhsou.in/EBIDYA/EDUCATION/MODIFY_sargent_report.
html
(2019, June 13th). Retrieved July 7th, 2019, from wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Sargent_Scheme

I acknowledge the active support given to me by Dr. Poonam Amrutia, Executive
Assistant to me in summarising selected literature on the topic. -~
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