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Il Review || invited Dr Carrie Birch , who spoke on ‘The Purpose
of Education.” Dr Birch introduced the subject with

Visit by British Scholars particular reference to digital technolo§he encouraged
her audience to work in smaller groups to consider how
Sunil Shah they saw the purposes of education and what influences

help or hinder teachers and other faculty staff in

A team of educationists from the UK visited achieving good educational outcomes for their students.
several colleges of the Charutédyamandal over three  This led to a discussion on what could be done to
weeks in November and December 2014. Their visit toimprove the ways to deploy digital technology in order
CharutarVidyamandal was hosted by the H M Patel to enhance learning. While problems of cost and
Institute of EnglisfTeaching Research, and coordinated commitment were recognised, a number of positive
by Dr Rajendrasinh Jadeja and Dr Sunil Shah. Thissuggestions emerged for future implementation.
team delivered talks, offered workshops and group In the afternoon of Friday November 28, 2014
seminars essentially promoting ideas for learning and, the team met the B.Ed students at H M Patel Institute
sharing their experience of education in England. Theof English. Brian Lewis and Carrie Birch led an informal
team consisted of Dr Brian Lewis, a distinguished question and answer session which looked at how to
teacher, poet, artist, educationist and community encourage better spoken English and how to generate
publisher ; Dr Carrie Birch, educationists, researchermore questions in classrooms.
and author; Matthew Page, a professional photographer The British Scholars then visited ILSASS for
and Tony Hood, a community education specialist, a two day workshop with students on the topic of
politician and senior government administrator ‘Writing and Community Consultation. Under the

The visitors conducted their first workshop guidance of the team, the students created a book in 8
in CVM’s College of FinéArts on November 21- minutes, an innovative tool developed over the last
22,2014. In the inaugural session Principal Kanu Pateldecade, helpful in improving writing skills and also a
introduced Dr Brian Lewis to students as the author of creative writing exercise; the afternoon consisted of
an epic poem “The Train Into Gujarat”, which he considering Brian Lewis’ epic poem of 574 lines: “The
wanted the art students to prepare illustrations whichTrain Into Gujarat”, which has also been translated into
could be included in the book. Extracts from the poem Gujarati by scholars from Charutdidyamandal and
were read aloud in English but there was also a Gujaratfrom Bolton,UK. The students reflected on the topics
translation. Students got straight down to work, of modern India and recent social hist@y the second
considering which stanza they would choose and,day Dr Carrie Birch and Brian Lewis explained how
working together and with Dr Lewis and his team, beganthey had prepared “The Book of Proud” with people
to understand the poem and composed their drawingsfrom a poor community in England. They concluded in
Brian Lewis has had many years’ experience himself asthe afternoon with a session on ‘Lessons in India’.
an artist and was able to offer guidance to the fine artsA M essage from the British team:
students over two days. The final result was 30 ‘Everywhere we went we have been greeted
excellent, imaginative and well executed illustrations with tremendous courtesy and kindnéEsachers and
for the publication to be included in Brianbook were  students show a passionate belief in the value of
prepared by students. Students got the opportunity toeducation. It has been exciting and interesting to work
interact with the team in English. They also got somewith students and staff from different CVM institutes.
tips on creative and commercial photography from Everyone has agreed that English is an essential tool for
Matthew Page. people who want to work in almost all disciplines and

Their next venue was SEMCOM where the to help India play its role in the world. Indians have the
students of IT and Management participated in a one-advantage of already using English — the world language
day workshop on ‘Branding and Photography’ on - they must make sure they build on this. There is such
November 27, 2014. Matthew Page gave the student&nergy and enthusiasm amongst the students here that
fascinating insight into the work and techniques of photo we believe the future of India is truly in good hands!
journalism. His pictures included some fashion shootsThank you for the opportunity to work with you over
but also fascinating pictures of threaterfgdcan the last three weeks.’
tribes. The afternoon session consisted of an exercise
engaging all the students in how to promote a product (Head, Department of Hl. H.M. Patel Institute of Englisfraining
designed by Brian Lewis, called “A Gathering — 14 and Research/allabhVidyanagar 388120 M: 9687605009)
Cards”. These cards are intended to stimulate creative
thinking and face to face interaction.

On November 28, 2014 the staff of BJVM
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