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Mughal-Jain Cordiality:
A Case Study of Subah Gujarat in
The Reign of Shah Jahan

Monika Sharma

The subah of Gujarat was of immensely
valuable for the Mughal Emperors. The
geographical layout was conducive for
mercantile activities.The merchants of medieval
Gujarat were Hindus, Jain as well as Muslims.
The Jains were involved in trade, both local
and long distance. Jains were basically settled
in Gujarat and Rajasthan; however as traders
they traversed across the country. We are
informed of as many as 84 sub-castes of Jain
in Gujarat.!

The present paper highlights the element
of cordiality discernible between Jains of
Gujarat and Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan. The
evidence alludes to temple grants in favour of
Jains, the privilege of access to royal harem to
ShantidasZaveri, The latter furnishing finance
to Prince MuradBaksh and the mutual exchange
of gifts .

The rich nature of information pertaining
to the above aspects is culled from the
mine of information contained in Imperial
Farmans, Ain-i-Akbari.Mirat-i-Ahamadi,
Jain  AitihasikRasmala, Amdabadno Itihas,
EnglishFactoryRecordsand the accounts of
Thevenot and Mandelslo.

The principal works on Gujarat by M. N.
Pearson and Makarand Mehta have observed
that Jain were the most dominant social group
even prior to the 17% century. The Gujarati
and Persian record furnish testimony that Jain
merchant ShantidasZaveri? of Ahmadabad and
VirjiVora of Surat commanded respect among
the ruling elite in India.}

During the time of Mughal emperor
Jahangir, Shahjahan and Aurangzeb, Shantidas
was the court jeweler and financer. He was
extremely instrumental in catering to the needs
of the luxurious court at Agra and Delhi. He

was acknowledged for immense resources as a
financier, and business connections as a jeweler,
which enabled him to enjoy considerable
favours and influence at the imperial court at
Delhi.* His relations with the imperial court
were cordial.

On the occasion of Shahjahan’s accession
to the throne, Shantidas presented Arabian
horses to the Emperor by the way of Peshkash.>
Emperor approved of a roan horse amongst
them, which was appreciatively named “Nazar-
i-Mubarak”.* The emperor bestowed a gift of
an elephant from the court and a sum of one
lakh of rupees’

According to Jain tradition Prince Shahjahan
addressed Shantidasas mama or maternal uncle.®
Jahangir gave this title of mama’® to Shantidas
and he was permitted for access to the Mughal
Harem. According to MaganlalVakhatchand -
the royal ladies treated him as their brother.!

Jahangir had entrusted Shantidas the key
position of Nagarsheth! of Ahmadabad.'> As
the Nagarsheth of Ahmadabad, he acted as
chief merchant in the town, and also mediates
between the larger merchant community of the
city and the Mughal administration.'?

An illustration of his indispensible position
can be discerned during theMuradBaksh’s
revolt in 1657 A.D.MuradBakshtook financial
assistance worth Rs.5,00,000/- from the
merchants of Surat and Rs.50,00,000/- from
the merchants of Ahmadabad, and out of this
whole amount, Rs.5,50,000/- was taken from
Manekchand (son of Shantidas)'* and a brother
of Shantidas.'

Shantidas was a religious man and spent his
resources freely for religious endowments. The
details about the construction of magnificent
Jain temple in a suburb of Ahmadabad are given
in a document in Sanskrit versified treatise
called ChintamaniPrashasti (A eulogy for the
temple of Chintamani-Parswanath dated V.S.
1697/ 1640 A.D.)."¢

This temple was constructed in 1621 A.D.,
during the reign of Emperor Jahangir by
Shantidas and his elder brother Vardhaman.
It was situated in the flourishing suburb of
Bibipur in Ahmadabad, later on this place was
called Saraspur. The temple was completed in
1625 A.D."”
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After twenty years of the completion of this
temple, in 1645 A.D., Shah Jahan appointed
Prince Aurangzeb as subahdarorviceroy of
Gujarat. The Prince ordered, the beautiful
temple built by Shantidas to be desecrated, and
it was converted into a mosque under the name
of ‘Quwwat-ul-Islam’ (the might of Islam).'®

Shantidas stood high in favour with the
Emperor at this time, as may be judged from
nearly a dozen royal farmansgranted in his
favour by Shah Jahan in the course of his
long reign.”"?Commissariat introduced certain
farmans in the article entitled ‘Imperial Mughal
Farmansin Mughal Gujarat’ drawing attention
to the fact that Shah Jahan reversed an action
taken by Prince in favour of Jain banker at the
court of Delhi.”?

An Imperial farman, dated July 3, 1648,
Ghairat Khan and other officials in Gujarat
were directed to restore the building to
Shantidas and to make complete restitution for
all damage done.?!

The farmanexplicitly reveals that the emperor
made arrangements for restoration of the temple
for the worship of the Jain community, and
also ordered that the ubiquitous Bohras who
had removed some of the materials from the
temple should be forced either to return the
same or to pay the same.”?

This royal farman gave some satisfaction
to Shantidas and his community. However the
people of the Jain community were not happy
and they stopped worshipping there.”*Thevenot
informs us, after the imperial order Muslims
also stopped worshipping there and never
used this building as a mosque.”* However
imperial order showed the influence of Jain
merchants, especially the Shantidas, over the
Mughal Emperor. This anecdote demonstrates
the prevalence of justice by an Emperor against
a prince, who was also operating as governor
of the subah.

Another instance when Shah Jahan showed
his regard to Jain community in the imperial
farmans.>® He issued these farmans for public
interest, they related to the grant made by
Emperor Shah Jahan, to ShantidasZaveri and to
his descendants, on lease or jjara of the village
shankheshwar in the pargana of Munjpur,®
which is situated in North Gujarat.

Shantidas stands forth in these documents
as representative of wealthy and powerful
Svetamber Jain community of western India.
Emperor conferred upon him and his heirs the
responsibility of lease of the village within
the limits, in which the sacred Jain temples
were situated. While ordering the jagirdars to
continue the lease of the village to Shantidas
and his heirs for a sum of Rs. 1,050/- per year,
the Emperor especially added that- ‘the above
mentioned sahu (Shantidas) having paid the
necessary dues to the jagirdars, is enjoined
to make strenuous efforts to promote the said
village and the welfare of its inhabitants.”’

Yet another interesting example of Jain-
Mughal relations was farmans issued for the
Lumpaka or Lomka sect of Jains at Ahmadabad.
This sect emerged in V.S. 1508 (1452 A.D.).
Once the Mahajans of Lumpaka sect residing
at Ahmadabad, they had certain differences
with the Svetamber Jains of Ahmadabad. In
view of existing conflict Lumpakas complained
to the Emperor Shah Jahan that the Mahajans
of Svetamber sect did not maintain social
contact with them. They requested the Emperor
to mediate on their behalf.

The emperor in pursuance of the policy
of non-interference with the social or religious
differences among the non-Muslim subjects
of the Empire, issued farmanto the officers
in Gujarat thus ‘the forming of matrimonial
alliances and inter-dining were dependent upon
the desire and willingness of both the parties,
so no one should trouble another on account of
this and the officers should not find faults with
anyone in this matter.?

Another eminent Jain merchant of Surat-
VirjiVora, was once (in 1639 A.D.) summoned
to the court by Shahjahan to give an account
of the grievances, he and other merchants had
against the governor of Surat.

VirjiVohra generally maintained amicable
relations with the Mughal administration in
Surat. Often his commercial interests were
complimentary to those governors such as
Mirza Arab and Muiz-ul-Mulk.?? The governor
needed VirjiVora’s assistance, and most of the
time worked on favourable terms with him. As
a result VirjiVora secured special concessions
from them. This is reflected in the frequent
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English complaints against Vora’s overweening
postures, because of his friendly relations with
the local Mughal government.

However VirjiVora had his own share
of trouble with the governor like Masih-us-
Zaman, who also came into conflict with
English. A long letter from President Fremlen
at Swally to London on January 4, 1639 A.D.
states: “Amongst other things you will find
frequent complaints of our governor’s ....%°
The letter goes on to say that Masih-us-Zaman
was replaced by Muiz-ul-Mulk, and VirjiVora
“sent for court to answer in person.” According
to the letter, VirjiVora seems to have been
imprisoned for a brief period by Masih-us-
Zaman, which indicates the stern treatment was
made to businessmen, even great ones such as
VirjiVora.*!

The above anecdotes amply indicate the
Jain community in Gujarat had maintained
cordiality with the Mughal court. Whenever
important merchants like Shantidas and
VirjiVohra needed any help from the Emperors
they did not hesitate to seek favours. But
these relations carried on by both the sides.
Whenever Emperor and the other members of
royal family needed financial assistance, these
Jain merchants catered to their demands, and
when merchants had any issue and discomfort
with local officials and administration, they got
support from the Emperor.
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